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Dirks-Linhorst looks at different angles of the law
While the law is something that we all
deal with, its interpretation is always a
source of controversy. Someone who studies those issues on a daily basis is Ann
Dirks-Linhorst, an associate professor in
the department of sociology and criminal justice at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville.
Born in Kansas City, Mo., she obtained
her bachelor’s degree in criminal justice
administration at Central Missouri State
University, her degree in law from the
University of Missouri-Kansas City, a master’s in criminology and criminal justice
from the University of Missouri-St. Louis
and her doctorate in criminology and
criminal justice, also at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis.
After working as a trial lawyer for a
while, she moved to a state agency where
she found herself, “Doing all of their training and designing all their curricula for their
psychologists and psychiatrists, because
I happened to work for a department of
mental health. I thought maybe this was
directing me down a little bit different path
where I can teach, but I can still use my law
degree,” she said.
From her experience working for the
Missouri Department of Mental Health, she
found out that there is a lot of controversy
about how to differentiate between common
criminals and those who are mentally ill.
“The tension between the intersection
of criminal justice and metal health has
been ratcheting up for the last 10 to 20
years,” she said. “Partially it started with
the criminal justice system’s “Get Tough on
Crime” approach that started in the early
to mid-90s. When that happened the public
was saying, ‘We are not going to accept
or be very happy about defendants offering an insanity defense,’” Dirks-Linhorst
explained.
The insanity defense says that a person
is not responsible for criminal conduct by
reason of mental disease or defect at the
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Also discussed at the meeting, a
new resolution was added to the agenda at the meeting of the Edwardsville
Public Services department in regards
to the Cedarhurst Village construction, whose proposed location currently sits just off of Marine Road on
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Professor Ann Dirks-Linhorst in an animated conversation with one of her students.
time of the crime. “The public has a lot of
misperceptions,” she said. “I think the public believes that this is used all the time.” In
fact, she explained, the insanity defense is
only attempted in one half of 1 percent of all
criminal trials, and is only successful about
25 percent of the time.
She said that she thinks that the case of
John Hinckley (who tried to assassinate
President Ronald Reagan) created a lot of

Park Drive.
The resolution requests approval
for the preliminary and final plat of
the Cedarhurst Village property.
Cedarhurst Village aims to provide a refuge for older adults living
and struggling with the effects of
Alzheimer’s and dementia.
Within the resolution, the owners
seek to label a rectangular two-acre
strip of their property as R2 property,
enabling them to sell the land to homeowners or prospective buyers who

misperceptions about the insanity defense
issue. “After that attempt every state in the
United States changed its insanity laws,”
she said. “It had a tremendous impact on
the system. People thought, ‘Shouldn’t this
person be held accountable?’ Even today
there is public outrage when he asks for
passes to spend the weekend with his parents.”
Another issue that Dirks-Linhorst stud-

might be interested in the location.
The
Planning
Commission
reviewed the grounds on Aug. 20,
2012, and passed on their recommendation for the project’s continuation.
Alderman Barb Stamer expressed
some reservations about the likelihood of anyone wanting to live on a
property so close to an intensive care
treatment center such as Cedarhurst.
However, Alderman Rich Rezabek
quickly disagreed, stating that he

ies is the relationship between mental health
and the criminal justice system as it impacts
the high level of incarceration among
minorities, particularly African-Americans.
“What we have pretty much seen is that
there are a lot of similarities between the
disproportionate representation of particularly African-American individuals both
in the criminal justice system and over in
the mental health system as well,” she said.

would gladly build on the two-acre
property if given the opportunity,
while City Planner Eric Williams stated that he felt security at Cedarhurst
Village would “not be a problem.”
After a brief
discussion, the
resolution was passed, and will be
forwarded to Administrative and
Community Services with the recommendation to turn the plot of land
into either the initially requested R2
distinction or possibly into a corner
pocket park.

“Some states that have a higher Hispanic
population are also seeing disproportionate
minority representation from those ethnicities in their insanity defense issues. So race
definitely appears to be a factor.”
Dirks-Linhorst teaches courses in juvenile justice at SIUE. This area of the law
is also fraught with controversy, particularly in terms of when minors should be
tried as adults. “There has been some recognition that 14-year-old juveniles are not
all the same and that is actually probably
a good thing,” she said. “Because kids at
that age do have different developmental
levels. I think courts are trying to accommodate that and to figure out what the
developmental status is for those kids.
However, it still creates again a public
safety issue because the original intent of
this system was that the best interest of
the kids are paramount, so it has a rehabilitation focus.”
In addition to her courses and research,
Dirks-Linhorst advises pre-law students at
SIUE, which has become a harder job, as
lawyers are actually being laid-off from law
firms due to the nation’s economic situation.
“I have not seen less interest, but what
I have seen is a lot more anxiety about
whether or not they can really pay back student loans if they are in debt for $150,000,”
she said. “I think I spend about as much
time having financial discussions with them
as whether or not law school is a good fit.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Arts&Issues
Friday, Aug. 31
Loose Change, Laurie's Place (Back Bar), Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
Lullwater w/ Shellbach, Ever More Broken, The Firebird, St. Louis,
Doors 8:00 p.m.
Brian Owens, Old Rock House, St. Louis, Doors 6:00 p.m.
Huey Mack, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Dream Lover: A Salute to Bobby Darin, Foundry Art Centre, St.
Charles, Doors 6:30 p.m.
Art Fair at Queeny Park, Greensfelder Recreation Complex,
Manchester (Mo.), 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Alice in Wonderland, SIUE Dunham Hall Theater, Edwardsville,
7:30 p.m.
A Room Divided, The Eugene Field House & Toy Museum, St. Louis,
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Contemporary Artists Respond to Art History, Edwardsville Arts
Center, Edwardsville, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Odell Mitchell, Jr. Retrospective, The Sheldon Gallery of Photography,
St. Louis, noon - 5:00 p.m., Runs through Sept. 1.
The Lion King, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs through Sept.
2.
Urban Wanderers Exhibit, St. Louis University Museum of Art, St.
Louis, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Runs through Sept. 16.
The Violet Hour, COCA, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
Art by Children of Artists, The Sheldon AT&T Gallery of Children's
Art, St. Louis, noon to 5:00 p.m., Runs through Sept. 22.
Transparent Reflections, Edwardsville Arts Center, Edwardsville,
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Runs through Sept. 28.
Laleh Khorramian: Water Panics in the Sea, St. Louis Art Museum,
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Runs through October 21.

Saturday, Sept. 1
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Holiday Shores wasn't the only area hit hard by rain on Memorial Day, 2009. Here, residents of the Grandview subdivision
wade in a flooded street.

RAIN
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The last rain of this type and magnitude occurred
in Holiday Shores on May 25, 2009 – Memorial Day
weekend.
Residents remember it all too well.
In 2009, severe flooding took place in homes
across the community, the marina experienced four
feet of flood water which lapped at the top of the
bar, and Su Twan Dam, one of three dams located
in Holiday Shores, was topped. The downpour
changed the level of Holiday Lake so quickly that
many boats became stuck in their lifts while some
broke away from their docks. By 11 a.m. water
was reported flowing over Su Twan Dam as well
as raging out of the natural spillway. A passenger
vehicle trying to cross that flooded roadway was
swept into the lake

Since that time, Su Twan Dam has since been
re-evaluated.
“We simply reconstituted the height of the dam
from one end to the other and made it uniform,”
Dalton said. “We beefed up the spillway with R4
rip rap to keep it from being washed away and we
also installed a French Drain system at the base
of the dam to evacuate all surface water from the
base. Our board of directors felt these improvements would enhance the life and soundness of
this structure.”
Dalton also offers a few tips for residents when
preparing for this weekend’s expected heavy
rains.
“Ensure your culverts and catch basins are free of
debris and clear to enhance the run-off away from
your home,” he said. “Assess your property with
regard to natural run-off and where the water will
flow and take appropriate action. Look at your
trees and make a determination of any jeopardy
they may have on your home and property. As the
water comes up ensure your watercraft has clear-

ance and if in jeopardy, launch the craft outside of
your covered dock and secure it to shore. Ensure a
working bilge pump is in place to evacuate water
from the hull as needed. Apply simple common
sense with the examples provided above. If you
find you need help, please call us.”
This weekend lake level readings will be taken
morning, noon and evening. Marquees will be
updated and the no-wake light will be turned off
at the clubhouse if and when the no wake status
is removed.
Depending on the amount of rain the area
receives this weekend, residents in Holiday Shores
could experience a once in a lifetime phenomena –
the lake, currently 19 inches below full pool and in
a no wake status due to drought conditions, could
experience a rapid fill up due to the remnants of
Hurricane Isaac and enjoy water recreation again.
However, if the lake receives too much rain, too
fast, the lake may find itself placed back into a no
wake status for being nine inches over full pool.
It will all depend on Mother Nature.

Big Muddy Blues Festival, Laclede's Landing, St. Louis, 1:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Scott and Karl, 3:00 p.m. / American Idle, 8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's
Bon Air, Alton
Field Animals w/ Samuel Fickie, Exploding Cigars,
The
Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
Del Yeah! Bluegrass Festival feat. The Del McCoury Band, Old
Rock House, Doors 4:00 p.m. (outdoors) and 10:30 p.m. (indoors)
Nite Owl, Nikko Smith, Syna So Pro, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis,
Doors 8:30 p.m.
Lil Wyte, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Art Fair at Queeny Park, Greensfelder Recreation Complex,
Manchester (Mo.), 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Alice in Wonderland, SIUE Dunham Hall Theater, Edwardsville,
2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Liquid Terrain: 20 Years of Works on Paper by Eva Lundsager,
The Sheldon, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
A Room Divided, The Eugene Field House & Toy Museum, St.
Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Laleh Khorramian: Water Panics in the Sea, St. Louis Art
Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through October
21.
In the Still Epiphany, Pulitzer Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis,
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through October 27.
Odell Mitchell, Jr. Retrospective, The Sheldon Gallery of
Photography, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The Lion King, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.,
Runs through Sept. 2.

Sunday, Sept. 2
Big Muddy Blues Festival, Laclede's Landing, St. Louis, 1:00 p.m. to
11:00 p.m.
Dan Deacon w/ Height With Friends, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00
p.m.
Arvin Mitchell & Friends, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Jay N Waylon, 2:00 p.m. / Glendale Ryders, 7:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon
Air, Alton

Southwestern Illinois College offers adult education classes
Metro East residents can learn office
skills through free Southwestern Illinois
College Adult Basic Education Excel
and Information Processing classes.
Preregistration and orientation are
required.
In the Excel class, students learn how
to create worksheets to analyze specific
data, such as budgets, loans, monthly
sales, payroll taxes, stock portfolios and
accounts payable. The prerequisite for

this course is basic knowledge of the
Windows operating system and mouse
use.
The Excel class will meet at the East
St. Louis Community College Center, 601
James R. Thompson Blvd., in Building
A – Room 1002. The class will be held
Monday, Sept. 10 through Monday, Oct.
8 and will meet Mondays from 5:30-8:20
p.m.
For more information or to register, call

Jeff Campbell at 618-235-2700, ext. 5104,
or email infoadulted@swic.edu.
In the Information Processing class,
students learn key computer applications,
as well as keyboard and 10-key calculator
use. Classes will be held Thursday, Sept.
6 through Thursday, Nov. 29 and will
meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:309:30 p.m. Classes will meet at the following locations:
r48*$#FMMFWJMMF$BNQVT $BSMZMF

Ave.
r48*$4BN8PMG(SBOJUF$JUZ$BNQVT 
4950 Maryville Road
r &BTU 4U -PVJT $PNNVOJUZ $PMMFHF
Center, 601 James R. Thompson Blvd.
Call Ann Clayton at 618-235-2700, ext.
5521, for the Belleville Campus classes;
Valorie Toberman at 618-931-0600, ext.
7396, for the Sam Wolf Granite City
Campus classes; or Mary Kaye GravesTonnies at 618-874-6526 for East St. Louis

Community College classes. Email infoadulted@swic.edu for more information
and to see if you qualify for these free
skills development programs.
Adult Basic Education offers these
free programs to GED students, recent
GED certificate recipients, anyone without a high school diploma, anyone in a
Department of Human Services program,
anyone for whom English is a second language, and other eligible students.

